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Leonard Wood — Administrator, Soldier and Citizen. By Wil- 
liam Herbert Hobbs. With an Introduction by Henry A. 
Wise Wood. (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. Pp. 272.) 

This book is not a formal biography. In its nine chapters there is a 
discursive treatment of the chief phases of General Wood's career, 
mingled with much adverse criticism of the present administration's 
attitude toward the war both before and after America's entrance into 
it. The author's point of view as to national policy may be gathered 
from the following statement on pages 40 and 41 : 

"If time can be found for full deliberation upon the Utopian pro- 
posals of the pacifist set forth with so much noisy propaganda, the 
sound sense of the nation may be relied upon to assert itself in their 
repudiation; for Americanism has from the beginning of our history 
been a dominant national trait, and throughout history nationalism 
has always been immensely stimulated by triumphs in foreign wars." 

The book is obviously a campaign document and not a very good 
one. It is so fulsome in its eulogy of its hero and so bitter in its de- 
nunciation of all who disagree with him, but above all of President 
Wilson, that it overshoots its mark in both directions. Even a cam- 
paign document should present some appearance of judicial balance 
and desire to set forth the truth. If it were not for the descriptive 
words on the title page, more than half of this book would convey the 
impression that President Wilson is its hero in the sense in which Satan 
is the hero of Paradise Lost. The carelessness with which the book is 
prepared appears from the statement (p. 36) that after attending 
the German army manoeuvres in 1902, General Wood returned to warn 
his government of impending danger, but "the warning was unheeded 
and bitterly resented by the pacifist Government in power." The 
pacifist head of the American government in 1902 and for six years 
thereafter was Theodore Roosevelt. 

Lawrence B. Evans. 

Washington, D. C. 

The Obligation of Contracts Clause of the United States Consti- 
tution. By Warren B. Hunting, Ph.D. (Johns Hopkins 
Univ. Studies in Historical and Political Science, Series xxxvii, 
No. 4. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press. 1919. Pp. 
x, 120.) 

The author of this monograph was killed on July 15, 1918, while in 
service in France, with the result that the title under which it is pub- 



